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Huie, asked about Ray’s recent insistence that 
there was indeed a conspiracy to kill Dr. King and 
that Ray was merely the fall guy, replied: 
i “Yes, Ray’s current crop of lawyers — one of them 
1 must have seen this damned film. Executive Action 
(about an alleged conspiracy in the John F. Kennedy 
assassination) — has said that a group of wealthy, 
powerful men in the South got together and put up 
$250,000: They had decided that Dr. King must go. 
So they found a couple of hired guns to kill him. But 
they needed a patsy, so they got this guy Ray and he 
didn’t know what was going on; they had him go over 
there to Memphis and they used him as a patsy in 
the whole thing. So that’s now their whole story, 
anyway, of the murder. 

“Well, the ‘patsy’ story is ridiculous, nothing but 
a cock-and-bull story. Ray himself was obviously' 
never paid anything for killing Dr. King; he didn’t 
meet anybody afterward and he wasn’t given any 
money. If he’d had any money afterward, he’d have 
gotten away. Ray’s problem after he killed Dr. King 
was to raise money; he had to stage two holdups, in 
I Canada and in London, just to hold on. 

“So, no, Ray had no assistance whatever, and 
j there simply is no evidence whatever, that I can find, 
that the known criminal contacts he had in the ap- 
proximately eleven months before the killing were 
l interested in murdering Dr. King. That’s what’s 
missing in the Ray case, in the conspiracy theory. 
Believe me, there is no way whereby reasonable men 
could ever doubt that Ray is the murderer of Dr. 
King.” 

Huie, who was a friend of King, added that “the 
very idea of somebody putting up $250,000 to kill 
him is so ridiculous. 

“Good God! Anybody could have gotten Dr. King 
killed for certainly no more than $3,000. It would 
have been a very, very simple matter: He had no 
bodyguard, he went in and out of his home in 
Atlanta after dark, and all that sort of thing. Any 
professional killer could have killed Dr. King easily 
and gotten away, with the chances nine out of ten 



that he would never have been apprehended — all of 
which anybody who knows anything about such 
things could have gotten done for $3,000. So why in 
the hell would any group of so-called intelligent 
financiers have raised $250,000 because Dr. King 
had to go? 

“And as I made clear in my book, while Dr. King 
was hated, he was already far over the hill as an 
irritant of people in the South or as an effective 
leader of the movement. He was already under 
sharp attack within the movement itself. He had 
already failed in Memphis (in the sanitation work- 
ers’ strike) . If Southern hate was going to be any 
reason for killing him — my God! they’d have killed 
him at the Selma march, or when he was leading 
other things here earlier. But 1968 was already 
very late in the day for Martin Luther King. So any 
idea that a bunch of wealthy Southerners would 
have gotten together in 1968 and said, “King must 
g°” — what the hell! they would also have had to be 
crazy. King wasn’t a threat to anybody in 1968.” 
Still, Huie is taking no chances with Ray’s new 
conspiracy story. The author, who said he has as- 
sured Ray that he would voluntarily testify at the 
forthcoming evidentiary hearing if Ray wants him to, 
has come up with a familiar Huie ploy tO' induce Ray 
to tell all. 

Some weeks ago,” the author disclosed, “I wrote 
Ray a letter in which I said, in effect: ‘Well, I see 
now where you’re getting ready to identify these 
people that were with you. I’m glad to understand 
that — I don’t believe it, but if you are. I'll help you. 
I’ll give you money. I’ll encourage you, I’ll do every- 
thing I can if you want to get with the State of 
Tennessee now. And if you’ll help identify all these 
people, I’ll. lead a movement — after you’ve been there 
(in prison) twelve years — to get you paroled. And if 
there are others involved, for every one that you 
come in and identify and that is convicted, I’ll give 
you an extra $5,000.’ ” 

Huie does not expect to have to make any such 
payoff. 
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